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D ouglas Milton Gregerson, age 90, of Canadian Lakes, Michigan, passed away

on February 28, 2026, at Butterworth hospital in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
with his loving family in his heart.

Douglas was born on August 26, 1935, to Harvey Gregerson and Emma Elaine Hill. A proud
veteran of the United States Navy, he faithfully served his country before returning home to build

a life defined by dedication, service, and love. On July 20, 1956, Douglas married the love of his
life, Marlene Kinell.

Together they shared an incredible 70 years of marriage, creating a lifetime of memories filled
with devotion, laughter, and unwavering partnership. Their love story was one of true
companionship. Douglas served his community as a firefighter with the Melvindale Fire

Department for 25 years before retiring from active service.

He was a man of courage and commitment, always ready to help others. Described by those who
knew him as a sweet and gentle man, Douglas never met a stranger - he hugged everyone and

always had kind, positive words to share. He carried himself with intelligence, confidence, and the
quiet dignity of a true gentleman.

A talented builder, Douglas constructed his own homes with skill and pride. He enjoyed camping,
fishing, and golfing, and was a devoted fan of the Detroit Lions. He adored his cat, Tiger, and
treasured simple joys in life. Douglas and Marlene were faithful attendees of Chapel of the Lakes

in Mecosta, where their faith remained a cornerstone of their lives.

The couple especially enjoyed their Thursday outings to Soaring Eagle and Meijer in Mount

Pleasant, as well as their trips to Las Vegas - where Douglas proudly claimed victory at the nickel
slots time and time again. Above all, Douglas was a wonderful husband, father, grandfather, and
great-grandfather. His family was his greatest accomplishment and deepest joy.
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He is survived by his beloved wife, Marlene Gregerson; his children, Douglas (Ann) Gregerson Jr.,
Holly (Dan) Russette, and Wendy (Jim) Bernardo; his sister, Karen Holmfeld; his grandchildren,

Caroline (Jared) Long, Douglas Gregerson, Kathryn Russette, Danny Russette, Ellyn Bernardo,
and Sabrina Bernardo; and his great-grandchildren, Margot Long and Sophia Long.

He is also survived by numerous nieces, nephews, and extended family members. Douglas was
preceded in death by his parents; his brothers, Harvey and Timothy Gregerson; and his
granddaughter, Kelly Russette. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to a local

fire department charity in honor of Douglas' years of dedicated service.

Funeral services will be held on Friday, March 6, at 11:00 a.m. at Chapel of the Lakes in Mecosta,

with family receiving friends one hour prior to the service. Visitation will take place from 4:00 to
6:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 5, at Janowicz Family Funeral Home in Remus, Michigan.

Douglas' legacy of kindness, strength, and positivity will live on in all who were blessed to know

and love him.
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Visitation

Janowicz Family Funeral Home

469 West Wheatland, Remus MI 49340

Visitation

Chapel of the Lakes Lutheran Church

9407 90th Ave., Mecosta MI 49332

Funeral Service

Chapel of the Lakes Lutheran Church

9407 90th Ave., Mecosta MI 49332
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Thursday,March 5, 2026

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM ET

Friday,March 6, 2026

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM ET

Friday,March 6, 2026

11:00 AM ET
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Janowicz Family Funeral Home shared a Video.

March 5 at 12:05 PM

Kimberly Carroll lit a candle in honor of Douglas.

I'm so sorry for your loss Tim. Your father sounds like a wonderful man and I'm

sorry I didn't get to meet him. Sending love and prayers to you and your family.

March 5 at 10:52 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Douglas.

March 5 at 7:01 PM

Anonymous sent a Country Basket Blooms to the Gregerson family.

March 5 at 7:01 PM

KT Kathleen Trombley posted:

I met Doug and Marlene 10 years ago at Chapel of the Lakes, when I started working at the church.

Doug and Marlene both always made me feel so welcome. Doug was one of the nicest men I’ve

ever met in my life. I’m so sorry, Marlene.

March 5 at 12:16 PM

JJ Jeff, Karen, Brendan, Lauren & Jamie sent a Blue Caribbean Bouquet to the

Gregerson family.

March 4 at 9:10 PM
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LF Love, Sisel Family sent a Small Garden Dish to the Gregerson family.

March 4 at 11:46 AM

LF Love, Sisel Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Douglas.

March 4 at 11:46 AM

CF Cuvala/Stankos Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Douglas.

March 4 at 11:04 AM

CF Cuvala/Stankos Family sent a Lily and Rose Tribute Spray to the Gregerson

family.

March 4 at 11:04 AM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Douglas.

March 3 at 5:59 PM

Anonymous sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Gregerson family.

March 3 at 5:59 PM
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Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Gregerson family.

March 3 at 5:56 PM

Heather  White lit a candle in honor of Douglas.

Doug and his family have brought so much joy into this world . His weekly visits

will be dearly missed . He would always great us with a smile and a hug .He

loved to pick on us girls insisting his age would never stop him from getting stuff

done. He always spoke so highly of his family and how proud he was of them.

He always reminded us how his wife was the best cook. Keeping you guys in our thoughts and

prayers

March 3 at 4:26 PM

CK Chris, Mike And Kari sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Gregerson family.

March 3 at 2:42 PM
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Janowicz Family Funeral Home shared a Video. March 5 at 12:05 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Douglas by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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